
 

“…BE A MISSIONARY CHURCH, BUILDING BRIDGES, [AND] 

DIALOGUE…” 

May 08, 2025, Pope Leo XIV: “Dear brothers and sisters, these are the first words spoken 
by the risen Christ, the Good Shepherd who laid down His life for God’s flock.  I would 
like this greeting of peace to resound in your hearts, in your families, among all people, 
wherever they may be, in every nation and throughout the world.  Peace be with you! 
 
It is the peace of the risen Christ.  A peace that is unarmed and disarming, humble and 
persevering.  A peace that comes from God, the God who loves us all, unconditionally. 

We can still hear the faint yet ever courageous voice of Pope Francis as he blessed 

Rome, the Pope who blessed Rome, who gave his blessing to the world, the whole world, 

on the morning of Easter.  Allow me to extend that same blessing: God loves us, God 

loves you all, and evil will not prevail! All of us are in God’s hands.  So, let us move 

forward, without fear, together, hand in hand with God and with one another other!   We 

are followers of Christ.  Christ goes before us.  The world needs His light. Humanity needs 

him as the bridge that can lead us to God and his love.  Help us, one and all, to build 

bridges through dialogue and encounter, joining together as one people, always at 

peace.  Thank you, Pope Francis! 

I also thank my brother Cardinals, who have chosen me to be the Successor of Peter and 

to walk together with you as a Church, united, ever pursuing peace and justice, ever 

seeking to act as men and women faithful to Jesus Christ, in order to proclaim the Gospel 

without fear, to be missionaries. 

I am an Augustinian, a son of Saint Augustine, who once said, “With you I am a Christian, 

and for you I am a bishop.”  In this sense, all of us can journey together toward the 

homeland that God has prepared for us. 

A special greeting to the Church of Rome!  Together, we must look for ways to be a 

missionary Church, a Church that builds bridges and encourages dialogue, a Church ever 

open to welcoming, like this Square with its open arms, all those who are in need of our 

charity, our presence, our readiness to dialogue and our love.” 

 


